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The Practical School of the Holy Spirit - Part 1 of 8, Get Baptized in the Holy Spirit, Activate Your Spiritual Senses and be effective in the Secret place with the Holy Spirit is first part of the eight (8) part series of 41 trainings on the School of the Holy Spirit delivered over a period of eleven (11) months
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What is my motivation for writing this book and why would you want to read it?
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As we engage the marketplace as ambassadors of Christ – 2 Corinthians 5:21, never before has there been a need to be led by the Spirit of God than it is now.

As we race towards the end, activities in the realm of the spirit continue to be heightened because the destiny of the human race hangs in the balance. Our ministry of reconciliation cannot be done on human wisdom, intellect, tactics or strategy devoid of the power and the working of the Holy Spirit.

As Christians, we should realize that we are spirit with a mind using our bodies as containers to execute. As Christians, our spirit has joined with the Spirit of God at conversion. To be motivated in body, we have to first be motivated in our spirit. The Spirit then communicates to our spirit and this to our minds and our minds instructs our body to take action based on the instruction sent to us by God’s Spirit in us.

But for lack of understanding and knowledge of the working and ways of the Holy Spirit, some of us have either ignored or grieved the Holy Spirit. As a result, our sensitivity to Him has died or He has chosen not to lead us any longer.

This series on the school of the Holy Spirit will help heighten our sensitivity and working with our best friend who is ready and willing to help us be all that God has called us to be and to do. At the end of this series, some of us will begin to dream dreams with more clarity and poise, we will be activated in the realm of visions again, we will begin to pick up promptings, voices, flows from the Holy Spirit and interpret them accurately what the Holy Spirit is saying to us the churches so that we can be effective in the mission field of life.

We developed these 41 series and further broke these up into 5 easy to read chapters of 8 books of which this one is our first in the series. We hope you like it and we pray it will make you an effective kingdom disciple maker, operating powerfully in the Spirit realm in Jesus name, Amen
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Monday Ogwuojo Ogbe is a marketplace ambassador of Christ with a heart for unity in the body of Christ. His face to face encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ on the 22nd of April 2006 changed the trajectory of His life forever.

As an ICT expert and business manager spanning 27 years, he uses His skill to reach online seekers and equip the body of Christ to the work of ministry in the marketplaces via his website otakada.org where over 2 million Christian focused content are now hosted and distributed to a worldwide audience of both seekers and Christians.

He has written several books namely The Practical School of the Holy Spirit and How to counseling of 8 series; Motivational and Inspirational Stories and equipping Christians in for the Marketplace for the work of ministry; 2020 Prophetic Breaking News Part 1 of 4, Part 2 of 4, Part 3 of 4 and soon Part 4 of 4; Sex in God’s Temple – 15 Easy Ways to Understand, Identify and Overcome Sexual Immorality and Emotional Traps in Your Life; Borderless – Envisioning and experiencing one church community of believers without walls, borders and denomination;  Escape to a world of understanding – antidote to hatred against Muslims Christians and people everywhere; Clueless: – Go Make Disciples, a practical how to make disciples book; Win Life’s Battle Daily – a daily declaration of scripture geared to winning life daily; Engaging the Supernatural God – God is eager to speak are we hungry to hear and respond?; Ignite the raw fire power within you – Where the Holy Spirit is available to do exploits through us and Break free revival prayers of 12 series from January to December – Praying for revival in our life’s in the church community around us.



Link to books on amazon –

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Monday+Ogwuojo+Ogbe&ref=nb_sb_noss

He publishes twice weekly blog and radio podcast ( Anchor Podcast, ITunes Radio Public and a host of other platforms) that reaches audience on social media, Website and Satellite broadcast and on his publishing website at otakada.org



He is married to Comfort and has four children namely Diana Odjo, Joseph – Ojima, David – Ojonogwa and Isaac – Unekwu
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About Otakada.org
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At Otakada.org, we bring YOU over 2 million contents for All Round Success for your Spirit, Soul and your Body all in one place! Check this out in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, 2 Timothy 1:7 and Hebrews 4:12

Read - 1 Thessalonians 5:23 Amplified Bible (AMP) 23Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you through and through [ that is, separate you from profane and vulgar things, make you pure and whole and undamaged—consecrated to Him—set apart for His purpose ]; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept complete and [be found ] blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Together with you, we are building MASSIVE SPIRITUAL TEMPLES in people’s heart for the Spirit of God to dwell in and operate through with ease in these times and seasons, so stay with us and build with us! - Check this out in 1 Corinthians 3: 1- 17; Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27; 2 Corinthians 6:16; 1 John 4:4

Remember, we are one in Christ Jesus - Only in unity we can have lasting and far reaching impact - Engage! 

Ephesians 4:4-6 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 4[ There is ] one body and one Spirit—just as there is also one hope [that belongs] to the calling you received— 5[ There is ] one Lord, one faith, one baptism,6One God and Father of [ us ] all, Who is above all [ Sovereign over all ], pervading all and [ living ] in [us] all.

Who We are at Otakada.org is tied to our values, vision, and mission as highlighted hereunder:

Otakada Values: Integrity, Excellence, Speed, and profitability.

Otakada Vision: We envision a discipled world.

Otakada Mission: Our resources will be geared towards discovering, harnessing and liberating faith-based wholesome products and services for worldwide distribution and application.

Our goal at otakada.org is to effectively engage 100 million online community by 2040...stay with us.

If you desire to partner with us in getting the Good news out to the ends of the world, to engage seeking souls and disciple Christians and even to the unreached nations and peoples, please follow the link below for a one time or partnership giving via

https://tithe.ly/give/?c=308311

Also, Shop for books by Otakada and other others at https://shop.otakada.org
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Blog Link – https://www.otakada.org/Weekly-Motivational-Stories-12-of-52

Listen via our Podcast Channel : https://anchor.fm/otakada.org/episodes/Weekly-Motivation-and-Inspirational-Stories-for-the-marketplace-Series-12-of-52–School-of-the-Holy-ecma2e 
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At Otakada.org, we bring YOU over 2 million contents for All Round Success for your Spirit, Soul and your Body all in one place!

As we engage the marketplace as ambassadors of Christ – 2 Corinthians 5:21, never before has there been a need to be led by the Spirit of God than it is now.

As we race towards the end, activities in the realm of the spirit continue to be heightened because the destiny of the human race hangs in the balance. Our ministry of reconciliation cannot be done on human wisdom, intellect, tactics or strategy devoid of the power and the working of the Holy Spirit.

As Christians, we should realize that we are spirit with a mind using our bodies as containers to execute. As Christians, our spirit has joined with the Spirit of God at conversion. To be motivated in body, we have to first be motivated in our spirit. The Spirit then communicates to our spirit and this to our minds and our minds instructs our body to take action based on the instruction sent to us by God’s Spirit in us.

But for lack of understanding and knowledge of the working and ways of the Holy Spirit, some of us have either ignored or grieved the Holy Spirit. As a result, our sensitivity to Him has died or He has chosen not to lead us any longer. Remember Genesis 6:3 – And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.

This series on the practical school of the Holy Spirit will help heighten our sensitivity and working with our best friend who is ready and willing to help us be all that God has called us to be and to do. At the end of this series, some of us will begin to dream dreams with more clarity and poise, we will be activated in the realm of visions again, we will begin to pick up promptings, voices, flows from the Holy Spirit and interpret them accurately what the Holy Spirit is saying to us the churches so that we can be effective in the mission field of life. 

Read 

2 Kings 6:17-20 New International Version (NIV)

17And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.; 

1 Samuel 3:9,10 KJV9Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.; 

Acts 10:9-13 NIV About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” And other 

We will be able to know when the Spirit of God is speaking when our human spirit or a contrary spirit is at play in each and every situation. Our decisions will be Spirit-led and not by emotions or vicissitudes of life.

We will make available activation prayers that will increase our spiritual alertness.  Not just that, we will learn how to dialogue with the Holy Spirit in real-time. Stay with us. 

Before we begin, we want to highlight some foundational scriptures (stories) as follows with comments:
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The Motivational and Inspirational Stories:
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	The Holy Spirit at work in the Baptism of Jesus.


Luke 3:21-22 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

	The Holy Spirit led Jesus to Fast – Mark the work FULL


Luke 4:1-2 Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wild. For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when the time was up he was hungry.

	The Holy Spirit was upon Jesus to declare His purpose which he has passed on to us His ambassadors


Luke 4:16-21

God’s Spirit is on me; he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to

the poor, Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and

recovery of sight to the blind, To set the burdened and battered free,

to announce, “This is God’s year to act!”

He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the place was on him, intent. Then he started in, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history. It came true just now in this place.”
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COMMENT:
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The Assignment is in 5 parts but the church of our day has settled comfortable for the first assignment of preaching to the detriment of others and sometimes, we don’t even care to involve the Holy Spirit in the selection and declaration of that message and hence the lifelessness in our messages.  We must take the assignment in totality and ensure we are led by the Holy Spirit so that it can have lasting fruit.

	Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit to be with us and guide us into all things.


John 16:12-15 message

12-15 “I still have many things to tell you, but you can’t handle them now. But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he will take you by the hand and guide you into all the truth there is. He won’t draw attention to himself, but will make sense out of what is about to happen and, indeed, out of all that I have done and said. He will honor me; he will take from me and deliver it to you. Everything the Father has is also mine. That is why I’ve said, ‘He takes from me and delivers to you.’
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COMMENT:
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There are some truths Jesus did not unfold unto us while He was here because it was going to be the Holy Spirit that was to point them out to us as we engage. There are so many strange things happening in our world today that we might not find satisfactory answers to the weary soul but the Holy Spirit is alive and well within us and will give us laser blade answers we can’t get anywhere else if we open up to Him, acknowledge Him and fellowship with Him on consistent and continual basis giving Him first place in our lives. Nothing, He will not unfold unto us in the secret place. He is gentle and He needs to be acknowledged.

	The Holy Spirit promised by Prophet Joel in the last days


Joel 2: 28-32“And that’s just the beginning: After that—

“I will pour out my Spirit
on every kind of people:
Your sons will prophesy,
also your daughters.
Your old men will dream,
your young men will see visions.
I’ll even pour out my Spirit on the servants,
men and women both.
I’ll set wonders in the sky above
and signs on the earth below:
Blood and fire and billowing smoke,
the sun turning black and the moon blood-red,
Before the Judgment Day of God,
the Day tremendous and awesome.
Whoever calls, ‘Help, God!’
gets help.
On Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be a great rescue—just as God said.
Included in the survivors
are those that God calls.”

	Promised fulfilled at Pentecost


Acts 2: 14-21That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: “Fellow Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this story straight. These people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—it’s only nine o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel announced would happen:

“In the Last Days,” God says,
“I will pour out my Spirit
on every kind of people:
Your sons will prophesy,
also your daughters;
Your young men will see visions,
your old men dream dreams.
When the time comes,
I’ll pour out my Spirit
On those who serve me, men and women both,
and they’ll prophesy.
I’ll set wonders in the sky above
and signs on the earth below,
Blood and fire and billowing smoke,
the sun turning black and the moon blood-red,
Before the Day of the Lord arrives,
the Day tremendous and marvelous;
And whoever calls out for help
to me, God, will be saved.”

	The Holy Spirit at work in lives of the early apostles in making mission-critical decisions


Acts 13:1-5

1-2 The congregation in Antioch was blessed with a number of prophet-preachers and teachers:

Barnabas, Simon, nicknamed Niger, Lucius the Cyrenian, Manaen, an advisor to the ruler Herod,

Saul. One day as they were worshiping God—they were also fasting as they waited for guidance—the Holy Spirit spoke: “Take Barnabas and Saul and commission them for the work I have called them to do.” 3 So they commissioned them. In that circle of intensity and obedience, of fasting and praying, they laid hands on their heads and sent them off.

4-5 Sent off on their new assignment by the Holy Spirit, Barnabas and Saul went down to Seleucia and caught a ship for Cyprus. The first thing they did when they put in at Salamis was preach God’s Word in the Jewish meeting places. They had John along to help out as needed.
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COMMENT
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We can see here that as the gave room to God in fasting and prayer, the Holy Spirit spoke. Also notice that the brethren were addressed based on their spiritual office given and identified at conversion. If we do not want to be engaged in fruitless labor, the Holy Spirit has to be the decision-maker. 
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This is the era of the Holy Spirit. 
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The only condition God allows His people to perish is for lack of knowledge – read

Hosea 4:6

6My people will be destroyed
because they have no knowledge.
You priests have refused to learn.
So I will refuse to let you be priests to me.
You have forgotten the teachings of your God.
So I will reject your children. 

Also Job 36:12 English Standard Version (ESV)

12But if they do not listen, they perish by the sword
and die without knowledge and 

Proverbs 10:21 English Standard Version (ESV)

21The lips of the righteous feed many,
but fools die for lack of sense.
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Prayer for the stirring and the outflowing of the Holy Spirit in me
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Dear Holy Spirit, I acknowledged Your presence in me, I am sorry for times I had ignored You or grieved You, forgive me as I repent and make a commitment to be sensitive to fellowship with you daily and to obey Your leading henceforth. I ask that You be stirred up and be re-awakened in me like a river to overflowing today and cause Your flow to cause me to be refreshed and to refresh others that You lead my way today and always. This prayer I have prayed based on the promise made in Your word in 

John 7:37-39 37The last day of the feast came. It was the most important day. On that day Jesus stood up and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38If a person believes in me, rivers of living water will flow out from his heart. This is what the Scripture says.” 39Jesus was talking about the Holy Spirit. The Spirit had not yet been given because Jesus had not yet been raised to glory. But later, those who believed in Jesus would receive the Spirit. And Acts 1:8

I receive You today in fullness in Jesus name, amen

Also, if you have questions on the Holy Spirit, follow this link to have access to 60 Most Frequently Asked Questions about the Holy Spirit https://www.otakada.org/who-is-the-holy-spirit more are being added and If you do have questions, contact us at Otakada.org 
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Chapter 2 – The Practical School of the Holy Spirit Part 1 of 8  - Baptism in The Holy Spirit and Activation Prayers + Is Speaking in Tongues Biblical or Not? and 10 Things to Know About Speaking in Tongues 
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Listen via our Podcast Channel : https://anchor.fm/otakada.org/episodes/WEEKLY-MOTIVATIONAL-STORIES-FOR-THE-MARKETPLACE-SERIES-13-OF-52–SCHOOL-OF-THE-HOLY-SPIRIT-TRAINING-ecma6d 

Blog Link – https://www.otakada.org/Weekly-Motivational-Stories-13-of-52

Today, in part 2 of the school of the spirit series, we explore Baptism in The Holy Spirit and Activation Prayers + Is Speaking in Tongues Biblical or Not? With 10 Things to Know About Speaking in Tongues
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Today’s series is for you if your answer is (yes) to any of the following question(s):
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	Are you unable to witness to others about Jesus; Do you sense you have no rest within your spirit; Have you lost the joy of salvation and you are no longer motivated to serve beyond monetary or self-seeking motives? You are not sure of the specific gift for you or what specific purpose God has for your life Nehemiah 8:10, Romans 14:17

	Have you lost motivation and enthusiasm in studying, meditating and applying Gods word to your life daily? Joshua 1: Isaiah 40:30-32; Ephesians 4: 22-24; Romans 12:2

	Do you regularly worship and fellowship with other believers but have no alone time or secret place communion (Fellowship, dialogue) with the Holy Spirit?  Mark 1:35; Matthew 14:23; Psalm 91:1; Matthew 6:6; John 15:7

	Have you been baptized in water but can’t recall asking the Holy Spirit to infill you so that you can know Him and serve Him better? Luke 11:11-13; Acts 1:4-8; Acts 8:12-17; Acts 10:44-46; Acts 11:15-16; Ephesians 5:18; 


There is absolutely nothing that provides all-round motivation both in the spiritual life and the marketplace life like the presence, power and infilling of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life.  
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Now, let’s begin 10 Things to Know about Speaking in Tongues
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The spiritual gift of speaking in tongues remains controversial in our day and is a subject deserving of our close attention. This short article is not designed to argue that tongues are still valid but simply attempts to describe the nature and function of tongues speech.
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1 - The “tongues” spoken on the Day of Pentecost were real human languages.


[image: image]


The variety of nations represented Acts 2 (vv. 8-11) would certainly confirm this. The word “language” Acts (vv. 6, 8) = dialekto = dialect (cf. Acts 1:19; 21:40; 22:2; 26:14). Can this phenomenon still occur today? Absolutely, yes. 

Some insist that the tongues in Acts 2 were not human languages. Acts 2 describes not the hearing of one’s own language but the hearing in one’s own language. At the same moment that “other tongues” were spoken through the Holy Spirit, they were immediately translated by the same Holy Spirit into the many languages of the multitude (J. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology, 2:215). Thus, there is both a miracle of “speech”—other, different, spiritual tongues—and a miracle of “understanding,” each facilitated by the Holy Spirit.

If this view is correct... a miraculous charisma of the Holy Spirit (namely, the gift of interpretation) was given to every unbeliever present on the day of Pentecost. But it is Luke’s purpose “to associate the descent of the Spirit with the Spirit’s activity among the believers, not to postulate a miracle of the Spirit among those who were still unbelievers” (Carson, Showing the Spirit, 138). Or, as Max Turner puts it, surely Luke “would not wish to suggest that the apostolic band merely prattled incomprehensibly, while God worked the yet greater miracle of interpretation of tongues in the unbelievers” (The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts, 223).
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2 - The gift of speaking in tongues can include “heavenly” dialects.
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The gift of speaking in tongues that continues throughout church history and is so widespread today is the Spirit-prompted ability to pray and praise God in a heavenly dialect, possibly even an angelic language that is not related to anything spoken on earth such as German or Swahili or Mandarin or English. The Holy Spirit personally crafts or creates a special and unique language that enables a Christian to speak to God in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. This gift is not a human language that one might encounter in some foreign country, but a Spirit-empowered capacity to speak meaningful words that are only understood by our Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (unless, of course, God provides the interpretation through the one speaking or through another believer.
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3 - There is no evidence that tongues-speech in Acts 2 (or elsewhere) served an evangelistic purpose
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The content of tongues-speech was “the mighty deeds of God” (Acts 2:11; 10:46; 19:17). People don’t hear an evangelistic message but doxology or worship. So, again, how can tongues be evangelistic when the only two occurrences of tongues outside of Acts 2 (Acts 10 and 19) took place when only believers were present? Neither is tongues the invariable sign of Spirit-baptism or Spirit-filling. There are numerous instances in Acts of true conversion and Spirit-baptism where no tongues are mentioned (2:37-42; 8:26-40; 9:1-19; 13:44-52; 16:11-15; 16:25-34; 17:1-10a; 17:10b-15; 17:16-33; 18:1-11; 18:24-28).
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4 - Speaking in tongues is prayer, praise, and self-edification.
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Paul says that the one who speaks in a tongue “speaks not to men but to God” (1 Cor. 14:2). This means that tongues is a form of prayer. See especially 1 Cor. 14:14. Tongues is also a form of praise (1 Cor. 14:15) and a way in which we give thanks to God (1 Cor. 14:16-17).

Tongues is also a way in which we edify or strengthen ourselves. Paul writes, “The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the church” (1 Cor. 14:4). Self-edification is a good thing, as we are commanded edify ourselves in Jude 20: “But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God.” Self-edification is only bad if it is done as an end in itself. It is good to take whatever steps you can to edify yourself, to build up and strengthen your soul, so that you might be better able and equipped to build up others (see 1 Cor. 12:7).
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5 - Interpreted tongues edify others in the same way prophecy does.

[image: image]


“Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up” (1 Cor. 14:5). Prophecy is to be preferred over uninterpreted tongues in the corporate gathering of the church because it is intelligible and thus can serve better than unintelligible tongues speech to build up, edify, and encourage the people of God. But this obtains only in the absence of an interpretation for tongues. If “someone interprets” (1 Cor. 14:5b), then tongues can also serve to strengthen and instruct God’s people.
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6 - Tongues are a “sign for unbelievers”
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What does Paul mean in 1 Cor. 14:21-25 that tongues are a “sign for unbelievers”? In 1 Cor. 14:21, Paul quotes Isaiah 28:11, the meaning of which is found in a prior warning of God to Israel in Deuteronomy 28:49. If Israel violates the covenant, God will chastise them by sending a foreign enemy, speaking a foreign tongue. Thus, confusing and confounding speech was a sign of God’s judgment against a rebellious people. This is the judgment that Isaiah says has come upon Israel in the 8th century BC when the Assyrians invaded and conquered the Jews (cf. also what happened in the 6th c. BC, Jer. 5:15).

The principle is this:

When God speaks to people in a language they cannot understand, it is a form of punishment for unbelief. It signifies his anger. Incomprehensible speech will not guide or instruct or lead to faith and repentance, but only confuse and destroy. Thus, if outsiders or unbelievers come in and you speak in a language they cannot understand, you will simply drive them away. You will be giving a “sign” to unbelievers that is entirely wrong, because their hardness of heart has not reached the point where they deserve that severe sign of judgment. So when you come together (1 Cor. 14:26), if anyone speaks in a tongue, be sure there is an interpretation (v. 27). Otherwise the tongue-speaker should be quiet in the church (v. 29). Prophecy, on the other hand, is a sign of God’s presence with believers (v. 22b), and so Paul encourages its use when unbelievers are present in order that they may see this sign and thereby come to Christian faith (vv. 24-25).

Therefore, Paul is not talking about the function of the gift of tongues in general, but only about the negative result of one particular abuse of tongues-speech (namely, its use without interpretation in the public assembly). So, do not permit uninterpreted tongues-speech in church, for in doing so, you run the risk of communicating a negative sign to people that will only drive them away.
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7 - There are objections that need to be addressed
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One objection to the gift of tongues...is that nothing is of spiritual value unless it passes through the cerebral cortex of the brain and can be cognitively understood. Any notion that the Holy Spirit might engage with the human spirit directly, by-passing our cognitive thought processes, is anathema to most evangelicals. If it is to be spiritually profitable it must be intelligible.

But there is a vast difference between the necessity of intelligibility for the sake of the entire body of Christ, on the one hand, and whether or not a Christian can be edified and blessed and built up spiritually while speaking in uninterpreted tongues privately, on the other. Tongues in the corporate assembly must be intelligible or interpreted for the sake of others who are listening.

Profound spiritual fruit is possible in the life of the individual believer when he/she prays in tongues privately.

When you pray in tongues in private, you are most certainly praising. The person who speaks in tongues is truly praying to God (14:14), praising or worshiping God (14:15b), and thanking God (14:16), all the while his/her “mind” is “unfruitful” (1 Cor. 14:14). By “unfruitful” he means either, “I don’t understand what I am saying,” or “other people don’t understand what I’m saying,” or perhaps both. Paul doesn’t understand what he is praying or how he is giving thanks or in what manner he is worshiping. But praying, praising, and giving thanks is most certainly taking place! And all this at the same time he lacks cognitive awareness of what is happening.

Many say: “Paul’s response to his mind being ‘unfruitful’ should be to stop speaking in tongues altogether. Shut it down. Forbid it.” But that isn’t Paul’s conclusion. No sooner does he say that his “mind is unfruitful” than he makes known his determined resolve: “I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also” (1 Cor. 14:15). We know that Paul is referring to praying and singing in tongues because in the next verse he describes giving thanks with one’s spirit as unintelligible to those who may visit the church meeting.

Paul was not afraid of a trans-rational experience.

If Paul had been fearful of trans-rational experience (which, by the way, is far and away different from being irrational), would not his next step be to repudiate the use of tongues altogether, or at minimum to warn us of its dangers? At the very least we should expect Paul to say something to minimize its importance so as to render it trite, at least in comparison with other gifts. But he does no such thing.

Paul asks the question, in view of what has just been said in v. 14, “What is the outcome then?” (NASB; v. 15a), or “What am I to do?” (ESV). I know what many of you think he should do: “Put a stop to this ridiculous and useless practice of speaking in tongues. There is only one viable response; only one reasonable conclusion: I’ll never speak in tongues again since my understanding is unfruitful.” But that isn’t what he says. His response is found in v. 15. There we read that he is determined to do both! “I WILL pray with my spirit,” i.e., I will pray in tongues, and “I WILL pray with the mind also,” i.e., I will pray in Greek or the language of the people so that others who speak and understand the language can profit from what I say.” Clearly, Paul believed that a spiritual experience beyond the grasp of his mind, which is what I mean by “trans-rational”, was yet profoundly profitable. He believed that it wasn’t absolutely necessary for an experience to be rationally cognitive for it to be spiritually beneficial and glorifying to God.
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8 - Paul preferred to exercise the gift of speaking in tongues in private.
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If Paul speaks in tongues more frequently and fervently than anyone else, yet in church almost never does (preferring there to speak in a way all can understand), where does he speak in tongues? In what context would the affirmation of v. 18 (“I thank God I speak in tongues more than all of you”) take shape? Clearly, Paul exercised his remarkable gift in private, in the context of his personal, devotional intimacy with God. Again, the only grounds I can see for objecting to this scenario is the reluctance that many cessationists have for spiritual experiences that bypass or transcend the mind.

Logical, reasonable, highly-educated Paul prayed in tongues more than anyone else!

Let’s remember, this is the man who wrote Romans. This is the man whose incomparable mind and power of logical argumentation rendered helpless his theological opponents. This is the man who is known to history as the greatest theologian outside of Jesus himself. This is the man who took on and took out the philosophers in Athens (Acts 17)! Yes, logical, reasonable, highly-educated Paul prayed in tongues more than anyone! Paul not only believed in the spiritual value of praying in private in uninterpreted tongues, he also himself practiced it. In fact, he happily declares that he prays in private in uninterpreted and therefore unintelligible tongues more than all the tongue-happy Corinthians combined!
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9 - Is it God’s will that every Christian speak in tongues?

[image: image]


Paul writes: “Now I want you all to speak in tongues” (1 Cor. 14:5a).
Those who say “No” appeal to 1 Cor. 7:7 where Paul uses identical language to what is found in 14:5. With regard to his own state of celibacy, Paul writes: “I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.” No one will argue that Paul intends for all Christians to remain single as he is. His “wish”, therefore, should not be taken as the expression of an unqualified and universal desire. Surely, then, we should not expect all to speak in tongues either.

Secondly, according to 1 Cor. 12:7-11, tongues, like the other gifts mentioned, is bestowed to individuals as the Holy Spirit wills. If Paul meant that “all” were to experience this gift, why did he employ the terminology of “to one is given . . . and to another . . . to another,” etc.? In other words, Paul seems to suggest that the Spirit sovereignly differentiates among Christians and distributes one or more gifts to this person and yet another, a different gift to this person and yet another gift to that one, and so on.

Paul implies that not all have the gift, but doesn’t imply that all cannot.

Then there is 1 Cor. 12:28-30 where Paul quite explicitly states that “all do not speak with tongues” any more than all are apostles or all are teachers or all have gifts of healings and so on. In Greek there is a grammatical structure that is designed to elicit a negative response to the question being asked. Paul employs it in 1 Cor. 12:29-30,

“All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?” (NASB)

Paul asks his question in such a way that he wants you to respond by saying, “No, of course not.” But what about other texts where Paul uses the “I want” or “I wish” terminology (1 Cor. 10:1a; 11:3; 12:1)? The same Greek verb is used in these texts that we find in 1 Cor. 14:5 (“I want” or “I wish”), and in all of them what the apostle wants applies equally and universally to every believer. Furthermore, in 1 Cor. 7 Paul tells us explicitly why his “wish” for universal celibacy cannot and should not be fulfilled. It is because “each has his own gift from God” (1 Cor. 7:7b). But in 1 Cor. 14 no such contextual clues are found that suggest Paul’s “wish” or “desire” for all to speak in tongues cannot be fulfilled.

The potential for every believer to pray in tongues in private devotion exists.

Some insist that 1 Cor. 12:7-11 and 12:28-30 refer to the gift of tongues in public ministry, whereas 1 Cor. 14:5 is describing the gift in private devotion. In 12:28 Paul specifically says he is describing what happens “in the church” or “in the assembly” (cf. 11:18; 14:19, 23, 28, 33, 35). Not everyone is gifted by the Spirit to speak in tongues during the corporate gathering of the church. But the potential does exist for every believer to pray in tongues in private.

Gift of Tongues v. Grace of Tongues

Jack Hayford argues that the gift of tongues is limited in distribution (1 Cor. 12:11,30), and its public exercise is to be closely governed (1 Cor. 14:27-28); while the grace of tongues is so broadly available that Paul wishes that all enjoyed its blessing (1 Cor. 14:5a), which includes distinctive communication with God (1 Cor. 14:2); edifying of the believer’s private life (1 Cor. 14:4); and worship and thanksgiving with beauty and propriety (1 Cor. 14:15-17) (The Beauty of Spiritual Language, 102-06). The difference between these operations of the Holy Spirit is that not every Christian has reason to expect he or she will necessarily exercise the public gift; while any Christian may expect and welcome the private grace of spiritual language in his or her personal time of prayer fellowship with God (1 Cor. 14:2), praiseful worship before God (1 Cor. 14:15-17), and intercessory prayer to God (Rom. 8:26-27).

Not every believer contributes to the body in the same way.

Thus, according to Hayford, Paul’s point at the end of 1 Corinthians 12 is that not every believer will contribute to the body in precisely the same way. Not everyone will minister a prophetic word, not everyone will teach, and so on. But whether or not everyone might pray privately in tongues is another matter, not in Paul’s purview until chapter 14.

“All are not prophets, are they?” (1 Cor. 12:29). No. But Paul is quick to say that the potential exists for “all” to prophesy (14:1, 31). Why could not the same be true for tongues? Couldn’t Paul be saying that whereas all do not speak in tongues as an expression of corporate, public ministry, it is possible that all may speak in tongues as an expression of private praise and prayer? Just as Paul’s rhetorical question in 12:29 is not designed to rule out the possibility that all may utter a prophetic word, so also his rhetorical question in 12:30 is not designed to exclude anyone from exercising tongues in their private devotional experience.
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10 - Is tongues-speech an ecstatic experience?
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The NT never uses this term to describe speaking in tongues. Many define “ecstatic” as a mental or emotional state in which the person is more or less oblivious to the external world. The individual is perceived as losing self-control, perhaps lapsing into a frenzied condition in which self-consciousness and the power for rational thinking are eclipsed. There is no indication anywhere in the Bible that people who speak in tongues lose self-control or become unaware of their surroundings. Paul insists that the one speaking in tongues can start and stop at will (1 Cor. 14:15-19; 14:27-28; 14:40; cf. 14:32). There is a vast difference between an experience being “ecstatic” and it being “emotional”. Tongues is often highly emotional and exhilarating, bringing peace, joy, etc., but that does not mean it is “ecstatic”.
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Baptism in The Holy Spirit + Activation Prayers


Missing person: The Holy Spirit
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Many people may have had an experience like that of the little girl who heard the Holy Ghost (as the Holy Spirit is sometimes called) mentioned in church from time to time, but so vaguely and infrequently she could only guess what sort of ghost this might be. So one day, when she ventured down into the dark furnace room in the church’s cellar, she decided with a child’s firm logic that this spooky place must be where the Holy Ghost lurked.

The fact is, adult believers often act as if the Holy Spirit really was hiding in the church cellar. They may know something about the Holy Spirit, but they don’t know Him personally or realize that He is God in the same way the Son and the Father are God. When they read the Bible, many people are surprised to find that the Holy Spirit was at the very dawn of time: “The Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters” (Genesis 1:2), and many are amazed to find out there are approximately 100 references to the Holy Spirit throughout the Old and New Testaments.

Nevertheless, the Spirit’s role is fundamental both to creation and the life of the believer. When a person comes to Jesus Christ, he receives Christ into his heart. The Spirit of God comes and joins with the spirit of the believer. This “indwelling Spirit” reproduces the life of Jesus in the believer’s life.
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What, Then, Is The Baptism In The Holy Spirit?
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The baptism in the Holy Spirit is an empowering for service that takes place in the life of the Christian (Acts 1:5,8). In it we are immersed in the Spirit’s life and power.

To illustrate, if we drank water from a glass, then the water would be inside us. However, if we went to the beach and stepped into the ocean, then we would be in the water. We receive, as it were, a drink of the Holy Spirit when we are saved, but when we are baptized in the Spirit, it is as if that initial drink becomes an ocean that completely surrounds us.

Just as the indwelling Spirit that Christians receive when they are saved reproduces the life of Jesus, so the outpoured, or baptizing, Spirit reproduces the ministry of Jesus, including miracles and healings.
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Why Do We Need The Baptism In The Holy Spirit?
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We need a power beyond ourselves for service and ministry in Christ’s Kingdom.

When Jesus gave the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20), He knew that His disciples could not fulfill it in their own power. Therefore, He had a special gift in store for them: It was His plan to give them the same power that He had — the power of the Spirit of God. So, immediately after giving them the Great Commission, Jesus commanded his disciples not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father promised, “which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts 1:4-5). He further promised: “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

The disciples waited in Jerusalem as Jesus had commanded, and one day when they were all together, “suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing winds, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance” (Acts 2:3,4). Then Peter explained to the crowd that gathered that they were seeing the working of God’s Spirit and told them about Jesus. The Christian church began that day with the disciples and the 3,000 people who joined them as a result of the day’s events.

We can undertake making disciples of all nations with some degree of success without the baptism in the Holy Spirit, but when we do, we are undertaking a supernatural task with limited power.

It is God’s will – it is His commandment – that we be baptized, or filled with the Holy Spirit: “Be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18). The knowledge and reality of the empowering Spirit enables us to reproduce the works of Jesus.
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When May I Receive the Baptism In The Holy Spirit?
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It can take place at the moment you confess faith in Christ, as in the case of the first Gentile convert, Cornelius (Acts 10:44-46; Acts 11:15-16); but often it occurs some time after the salvation experience (Acts 8:12-17).
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Is There Anything To Fear?
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Some people fear that if they ask for the baptism in the Holy Spirit, what they experience won’t be the authentic working of the Spirit. But once they do ask for it, they are always glad they did. God doesn’t cause us to do anything we don’t want to, and all His gifts are good and perfect (James 1:17). Jesus said, “Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will be? Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Luke 11:11-13). The baptism in the Holy Spirit is an even better gift than any material gift you could receive, and God wants you to have it because He loves you and wants the very best for you.
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What Should I Do Before Asking?
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The Bible says that a wise man counts the cost before he begins to build a tower (Luke 14:28). This beautiful experience of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a free gift, but you must be willing to submit fully to God to receive it.

Jesus will respond to a totally yielded vessel. He never asks anything of you that you are incapable of giving, nor does He ever fail to give you something greater in return when you do give your all. The joy He gives through total obedience to Him far outweighs anything you could possibly give up.

There is one more important consideration: In Acts 8, a man named Simon, deeply involved in the occult, wanted to buy the gift of the Holy Spirit. Peter sharply rebuked Simon, commanding him to repent. Therefore, if you ever at any time had anything to do with the occult (Ouija boards, fortune tellers, seances, horoscopes, ESP, transcendental mediation, hypnotism, or other such practices), you must renounce and turn away from all such sinful participation, and you must ask for God’s forgiveness and cleansing.
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How Do I Receive the Baptism In The Holy Spirit?
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You only have to do two things.

First, once you have accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior you just have to ask God to baptize you in the Holy Spirit. The Bible says, “Ask, and it shall be given to you” (Luke 11:9).

Second, believe you have in fact received this gift from God. The apostle Paul, writing to the Galatians, said, “Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by hearing with faith?”

(Galatians 3:2). The answer, obviously, is faith. You have to believe that if you ask, you will receive.
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Pray this prayer if you sincerely desire to receive the baptism in God’s Holy Spirit
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“Heavenly Father, at this moment I come to You. I thank You that Jesus saved me. I pray that the Holy Spirit might come upon me. Lord Jesus, baptize me now in the Holy Spirit. I receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit right now by faith in Your Word. May the anointing, the glory, and the power of God come upon me and into my life right now. May I be empowered for service from this day forward. Thank You, Lord Jesus, for baptizing me in Your Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Now, having asked and received, begin to practice the power of the Spirit. An ideal place to begin is where the first apostles did, praising God in a new language. To do this, begin praising God out loud in whatever words come to you. Tell Him how much you love Him. Thank Him, worship Him, and yield your voice to Him. Now let Him give you new words of praise you never heard before. Praise Him with those words, too. You’ll find that this can be a very rewarding experience of communication with God that will build up your faith. Continue to pray to God each day in the language that the Holy Spirit has given you.

But this “prayer language” is just one of the gifts that God wants to give you through the baptism in His Spirit.
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The Gifts and Fruit of the Holy Spirit
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The apostle Paul told the Corinthians that the Holy Spirit would manifest Himself among them in special gifts, of which speaking in tongues was only one: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware....To one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the distinguishing of spirit, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues” (I Corinthians 12:1,8-10).

Paul also wrote that the Holy Spirit produces “fruit” in the lives of believers. These are virtues that demonstrate Jesus’ righteousness in the lives of His disciples: “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22).

So, in asking for the baptism in the Holy Spirit you are availing yourself of these gifts for advancing God’s Kingdom and allowing the Holy Spirit to further cultivate in your life the fruit of righteousness – two great helps in living a life God can use mightily for His glory.

That’s the way it is with God. God is offering the baptism in the Holy Spirit to people who need only to reach out and receive it in order to be on fire to fully serve Him.
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Walking in the Spirit

[image: image]


By now you can see that the Holy Spirit is so much more than a shadowy figure to pay lip-service to on Sunday morning. He can be with you and in your to bring new life to your Christian walk. Likewise, the baptism in the Holy Spirit is more than a single experience. It is a continual dependence on the Spirit for guidance and strength in all circumstances. “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25).

The baptism in the Holy Spirit cannot be earned. You cannot become “good enough” to receive it. It is a gift from God. It is not a “cure-all” for your problems. But the same wonderful power that enabled Jesus to open blind eyes, to command the elements of nature, and to live a life pleasing to the Father during His ministry on earth is also available to you. Ask, and it shall be given to you.
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Quotes on the Kingdom of God and the Holy Spirit:

“I firmly believe that the moment our hearts are emptied of pride and selfishness and ambition and self-seeking and everything that is contrary to God’s law, the Holy Ghost will come and fill every corner of our hearts; but if we are full of pride and conceit and ambition and self-seeking and pleasure and the world, there is no room for the Spirit of God; and I believe many a man is praying to God to fill him when he is full already with something else.”  – Dwight L. Moody

“When the Holy Spirit is in full control of our lives, He will expect our obedience to the written Word of God. But it is part of our human problem that we would like to be full of the Spirit and yet go on and do as we please!”- Aiden Wilson Tozer

“It is futile for us to try to serve God without the power of the Holy Spirit. Talent, training, and experience cannot take the place of the power of the Spirit.” - Warren W. Wiersbe

“The less Holy Spirit we have, the more cake and coffee we need to keep the church going.”- Reinhard Bonnke

“Trying to do the Lord’s work in your own strength is the most confusing, exhausting, and tedious of all work. But when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, then the ministry of Jesus just flows out of you.” – Corrie Ten Boom

“Without the Spirit of God, we can do nothing. We are as ships without wind. We are useless.” -Charles Spurgeon

“Let me say that it is not a question of us getting more of the Holy Spirit, but rather of the Holy Spirit getting more of us.” – Oswald J. Smith

“Earthly wisdom is doing what comes naturally. Godly wisdom is doing what the Holy Spirit compels us to do.” – Charles Stanley

“If we only had eyes to see and ears to hear and wits to understand, we would know that the Kingdom of God in the sense of holiness, goodness, beauty is as close as breathing and is crying out to born both within ourselves and within the world; we would know that the Kingdom of God is what we all of us hunger for above all other things even when we don’t know its name or realize that it’s what we’re starving to death for. The Kingdom of God is where our best dreams come from and our truest prayers. We glimpse it at those moments when we find ourselves being better than we are and wiser than we know. We catch sight of it when at some moment of crisis a strength seems to come to us that is greater than our own strength. The Kingdom of God is where we belong. It is home, and whether we realize it or not, I think we are all of us homesick for it.” ― Frederick Buechner

“If you are so busy in this life that you don’t have time to tap into spiritual laws to learn them, then you’re just working this planet by yourself.” ― Paul Brady

“When God calls you into His Kingdom, your way of life will reflect royalty; when you serve Him with loyalty.” ― Gift Gugu Mona

“There was no region changed by good preaching — regions were changed by praying into the realm of glory!” ― Paul Brady

“The church is constituted as a new people who have been gathered from the nations to remind the world that we are in fact one people. Gathering, therefore, is an eschatological act as it is the foretaste of the unity of the communion of the saints.”― Stanley Hauerwas, In Good Company: The Church as Polis

“Our comfort zone has been the suffocation of our dreams.” ― Paul Brady

“If you want to prosper, prosper God.”― Sherry K. White, Walking in the Father’s Riches: The Prosperity of Sonship

Key Verses:

John 7:37-39 The Passion Translation (TPT)

Rivers of Living Water

37 Then on the most important day of the feast, the last day, Jesus stood and shouted out to the crowds—“All you thirsty ones, come to me! Come to me and drink! 38 Believe in me so that rivers of living water will burst out from within you, flowing from your innermost being, just like the Scripture says!”

39 Jesus was prophesying about the Holy Spirit that believers were being prepared to receive. But the Holy Spirit had not yet been poured out upon them, because Jesus had not yet been unveiled in his full splendor

Luke 17:20-21 The Passion Translation (TPT)

God’s Kingdom Realm within You

20 Jesus was once asked by the Jewish religious leaders, “When will God’s kingdom realm come?”

Jesus responded, “God’s kingdom realm does not come simply by obeying principles or by waiting for signs. 21 The kingdom is not discovered in one place or another, for God’s kingdom realm is already expanding within some of you.”

Matthew 5:1-12 The Passion Translation (TPT)

Jesus’ Sermon on the Hillside

5 One day Jesus saw a vast crowd of people gathering to hear him, so he went up the slope of a hill and sat down. With his followers and disciples spread over the hillside, 2 Jesus began to teach them:

3 “What wealth is offered to you when you feel your spiritual poverty! For there is no charge to enter the realm of heaven’s kingdom.

4 “What delight comes to you when you wait upon the Lord! For you will find what you long for.

5 “What blessing comes to you when gentleness lives in you! For you will inherit the earth.

6 “How enriched you are when you crave righteousness! For you will be surrounded with fruitfulness.

7 “How satisfied you are when you demonstrate tender mercy! For tender mercy will be demonstrated to you.

8 “What bliss you experience when your heart is pure! For then your eyes will open to see more and more of God.

9 “How blessed you are when you make peace! For then you will be recognized as a true child of God.

10 “How enriched you are when you bear the wounds of being persecuted for doing what is right! For that is when you experience the realm of heaven’s kingdom.

11 “How ecstatic you can be when people insult and persecute you and speak all kinds of cruel lies about you because of your love for me! 12 So leap for joy—since your heavenly reward is great. For you are being rejected the same way the prophets were before you.

Matthew 5:17-19 The Passion Translation (TPT)

Fulfillment of the Law

17“If you think I’ve come to set aside the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets, you’re mistaken. I have come to fulfill and bring to perfection all that has been written. 18Indeed, I assure you, as long as heaven and earth endure, not even the smallest detail of the Law will be done away with until its purpose is complete. 19So whoever violates even the least important of the commandments, and teaches others to do so, will be the least esteemed in the realm of heaven’s kingdom. But whoever obeys them and teaches their truths to others will be greatly esteemed in the realm of heaven’s kingdom. 

John 3:5 The Passion Translation (TPT)

5Jesus answered, “I speak an eternal truth: Unless you are born of water and Spirit-wind, you will never enter God’s kingdom realm. 

Acts 6:3 The Passion Translation (TPT)

3We want you to carefully select from among yourselves seven godly men. Make sure they are honorable, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and we will give them the responsibility of this crucial ministry of serving. 

Acts 7:55 The Passion Translation (TPT)

55But Stephen, overtaken with great faith, was full of the Holy Spirit. He fixed his gaze into the heavenly realm and saw the glory and splendor of God—and Jesus, who stood up at the right hand of God.

Introduction.

Dear friends, this is a continuation of our series on the school of the Holy Spirit. I am compelled by the Spirit to continue this series on Sundays and midweek contrary to the earlier plans.

If you missed the Wednesday post where we discussed the baptism in the Holy Spirit, please visit the link.  https://www.otakada.org/weekly-motivational-stories-13-of-52/ We have an activation write-up there that should enable you to get baptized wherever you are as long as you do this in faith. That teaching dovetails into this one today- 

The Two Spiritual Kingdoms – The Constitution of the Kingdom of God – Where Am I In My Walk with the Holy Spirit? How can I be full of the Holy Spirit?

Today, we will discuss the two dimensions or realms of the spirit. I tell people, there is no vacuum in the realm of the spirit. You are either in God’s kingdom, where God rules or the kingdom of darkness, where satan rules. 
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2 Spiritual kingdoms 
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There is never a time like now where we need the power, presence and leading of the Holy Spirit, every ticking second of the minute like now. 
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Questions like: –  
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	Should I minister? 

	Where should I minister? 

	What should I minister? 

	With whom should I minister? 

	What mission field should I go to? 

	What deal should I go with? 

	Who should I partner with? 

	Who should I marry?

	What school should I enroll in? 

	What city should I live in? 

	What job should I take? 

	Can You show me and lead me to my life’s assignment?

	Can you reveal Jesus to me?

	Can You Heal me or deliver me?

	Can You fill me afresh? 

	Can You Empower me? 

	Can You speak through me?

	What should I pray or say? 

	Can You teach me how to worship in spirit and in truth?

	Can You baptize me?


and lots more are answers the Holy Spirit can provide to bring rest to our restless souls.

In asking these types of questions, we need to understand the rules of engagement. Apart from rules, we need to learn how to communicate and commune with Him. We need to abide by the constitution of the Kingdom of God.  Why do we need to discuss the constitution of the Kingdom of God in the school of the Holy Spirit? Because we want to run by the rules of the kingdom so that we can be FULL of the Holy Spirit as the Holy Spirit can be grieved (Eph. 4:29-32) or quenched (1Thess. 5:19). 

To be and to do anything in Gods kingdom that is worthwhile, we need not be EMPTY or HALF FULL but we need to be full and overflowing with the presence, power and the leading of the Holy Spirit in us and it is a continual refilling process as long as we are in this part of eternity where the Holy Spirit rules and reins. This is the era of the Holy Spirit
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So, what is the Constitution in simple words?
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A constitution is a set of rules that guides how a country, state, or other political organization works. The constitution may tell what the branches of the government are, what powers they have, and how they work. It may also state the rights of citizens.
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What does a constitution contain?
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A constitution contains the fundamental principles that outline the purpose, structure, and limits of an organization. Essentially, the constitution provides a foundation upon which an organization operates. In this case, the kingdom of God which is in us (Luke 17:20-21)
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It is not a dogma or a doctrine.
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The principle of the kingdom of Heaven, which is Gods kingdom are those underlying qualities upon which the whole structure of the Christian Life rests and the principle upon which the real government of Jesus Christ is founded and exercised. Principles are greater than doctrine.

Let’s explore the two-spiritual kingdom
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Two Spiritual Kingdoms —Kingdom of God and kingdom of darkness
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They are spiritual kingdoms. This does not mean they are imaginary or philosophical constructs. They are real but not political or geographical kingdoms. Rather they are worldwide and exist in people’s hearts. Every person in the world belongs to one of these kingdoms.
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There are 7 (seven) things that need to be considered in every kingdom...
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	First there needs to be a monarch. So every kingdom is concerned with having someone crowned and enthroned as ruler.

	Next, every kingdom has to have a realm or territory over which its monarch rules. That realm must be occupied by citizens.

	The citizens must abide by certain laws issued by the monarch. The citizens also live by certain distinguishing customs.

	A kingdom is concerned with its strength and power in conquering and defending.

	A kingdom is also concerned with its destiny —whether it will fall to ruin or rise to glory.


The seven considerations above are true of spiritual kingdoms too. They are true of Christ’s kingdom, and they are true of Satan’s.
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Questions you must ask yourself...
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To help you make a personal application if you are really in God’s (Christ) Kingdom, here are some basic foundational questions to consider.

	Am I acknowledging Jesus as my Lord and King, or am I by default letting Satan have dominion over me?

	Though Christ’s kingdom is in the world where I am, yet it is the kingdom of Heaven and not of the world. So where is my life and heart centered? Are my affections for this world or for the heavenly realms?

	Am I a true believer in Jesus Christ and therefore a citizen of his kingdom, or am I an unbeliever and therefore an alien to his realm?

	Do I keep the law of Jesus, both believing and obeying the gospel, or am I a lawless one deceived into disregard of his covenant law?

	Is it my custom and habit to show the light and Spirit of Christ in my daily conduct, or am I walking in darkness and fleshly lusts?

	Am I living in the power and victory of Jesus, more than a conqueror through him (Romans 8:37), or am I living in my own weakness and failure under the illusion that I am strong?

	What is my destiny? I can ask no question more important than that. My destiny cannot be something in this life, because the last thing that will happen to me in this life is my death. Have I secured life after death, eternal life in heavenly glory with Christ? Or is he going to send me away into everlasting punishment because I did not honour him as my King and become a loyal citizen of his kingdom under his blessing?
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The Constitution of the Kingdom of God
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Jesus outlined the constitution that governs God’s kingdom in Matthew 5:1-11, expands it all through to Matthew 7.

Here are the rules that govern which we must all display as citizens of the kingdom. You cannot do one without the other. You can’t pick and choose what you want.

	Humility – I am saying I am nothing without God. In Him I live, I move and I have my being. I die to self-every day. God comes first and what He wants me to God. Blessed is he who regards the interest of the kingdom of heaven as paramount to every other interest in the world, paramount to our own personal interest. Deuteronomy 6:4-7,Matthew 22:37-40,Mark 12:30-31

	Intercessors between God and man – Winning souls to Gods kingdom. This figure is taken from the old prophets, who when nation sinned, took upon themselves the responsibility of the nation. They put sackcloth on their body and ashes on their head and in morning and tears went down before God for days and weeks, until the people turned to God. They became intercessors between God and man. Jesus stands between Humanity and God and He urges us in His kingdom to do same. Exodus 32:31-32, Ezekiel 22:30, John 1:29

	Meek- quiet, gentle, and easily imposed on; submissive. Gal 5:19-23

	Crave righteousness – God feeds hungry people Rev 3:16 So, because you are lukewarm–neither hot nor cold–I am about to spit you out of my mouth.

	Demonstrate tender mercy – So, to me, mercy is a “love that responds to human need in an unexpected or unmerited way.” At its core, mercy is forgiveness. The Bible speaks of God’s love for sinners – that is, for all of us. But the Bible also relates mercy to other qualities beyond love and forgiveness Matthew 6:14 Matthew 9:13 Psalm 25:6-7

	Pure heart –  The condition of our hearts is of utmost importance for what we think will erupt in actions. Psalm 24:4-5; 2 Corinthians 7:1

	Make Peace – Peter 3:11 (AMP) is one of my favorite scriptures. It says, “Let him search for peace...and seek it eagerly. [Do not merely desire peaceful relations with God, with your fellowmen, and with yourself, but pursue, go after them!]”


“Pursue” is a strong word. It requires action and doing whatever it takes to maintain peace in our lives. It means not always getting “our way” or having the last word in an argument. It requires us to trust God even more with the people in our lives. But it’s all worth it.    Peace with God is the foundation for peace in every other area of our lives. Jesus is the “Prince of Peace,” (Isaiah 9:6) and it’s only through a relationship with Him that we will ever experience true contentment. When we sin, the greatest thing we can do is repent, ask God to forgive us, and then make a decision to not live in guilt. Guilt is useless. Constantly feeling guilty actually weakens us and causes us to fall into more sin.

	Bear wounds of being persecuted –  Just as the Bible graphically describes the introduction and spread of sin in the world, it also depicts the presence and reality of oppression and persecution in the world and presents many examples of people persecuting God, people persecuting people, nations persecuting nations, the wicked persecuting the righteous, and even, in some cases, the righteous persecuting the wicked or other righteous persons.“Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life.” Mark 10:29-30


In conclusion, God has rules and regulations. In the world, we can afford to boycott some of them and go unnoticed but in Gods kingdom, you break one, you break all and they are always consequences both in the physical and the spirit realm. In the physical, you lose peace. In the spirit, your effectiveness in working with the Holy Spirit becomes diminished until you confess, repent and return. For more granular expansion of these eight constitutional clauses, read the whole of Matthew 5, 6 and 7 for more clarity. 

Prayer: Dear Holy Spirit, thank You for Your ministry in our lives. We can do nothing without you. We acknowledge, appreciate and love You dearly. We are sorry for times when we have ignored You, grieved You or quenched Your spirit in us.  Forgive us dear Holy Spirit, we repent today and return back to You. Be rekindled and reignited in us today and always. Help us to run the race to the finished line with maximum impact in Jesus name , amen

Experience all round-success this week and beyond as You are led by your closest friend – The Holy Spirit!

Remember, we are one in Christ Jesus – Only in unity we can have lasting and far reaching impact – Engage! 

Ephesians 4:4-6 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 4[ There is ] one body and one Spirit—just as there is also one hope [that belongs] to the calling you received—5[ There is ] one Lord, one faith, one baptism,6One God and Father of [ us ] all, Who is above all [ Sovereign over all ], pervading all and [ living ] in [us] all.
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Chapter 4 – The Practical School of the Holy Spirit Part 1 of 8 – Identifying the Physical and Spiritual Senses and Common Ways We Can Engage with the Holy Spirit + Activating the Gift of the Holy Spirit and Spiritual Sensitivity During Personal Prayer 
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Blog Link – https://www.otakada.org/Weekly-Motivational-Stories-15-of-52-spiritual-senses

Listen via our Podcast Channel : https://anchor.fm/otakada.org/episodes/Weekly-Motivational-Stories-for-the-marketplace-Series-15-of-52–School-of-the-Holy-Spirit-Training-ecmajv 

We explore Identifying the Physical and Spiritual Senses and Common Ways We Can Engage with the Holy Spirit + Activating the Gift of the Holy Spirit and Spiritual Sensitivity During Personal Prayer

The scripture says in Romans 8:14 as many that are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God and Jesus said in John 3:6 that whatever is born of the flesh is flesh and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Paul in 1 Corinthians 12:1 says, “Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed“

In Genesis, in the garden of Eden, before the fall of man, the spirit dominated man’s actions while the flesh took backstage to the intent that God could come down and walk amongst them, discussing (communing) intimately with them. 

Read Genesis 3:8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

After the unfortunate fall, man died – his spiritual sensitivity died and the flesh took center stage.

Ever since the fall, man has used every means possible to regain and rule in the realm of the spirit by excluding God. Man has gained to some extent in mastering the spirit soul connection to influence outcomes. These successes have limits and are largely through the human spirit and the kingdom of darkness. We see a typical example in the construction of the tower of babel in Genesis 11:1-9. We see expressions in metaphysical practices, occult practices, eastern religious practices, transcendental meditation and other means to build castles for themselves outside Gods counsel and leading. 

Some have unwittingly played into the hands of the kingdom of darkness by such practices for short term gain. It all starts well with great promises of what you can be and what you can get and results are evident and short-lived but at the expense of their soul.

Read 

Genesis 3:4-6 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)

4But the serpent said to the woman, You shall not surely die,

5For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing the difference between good and evil and blessing and calamity.

6And when the woman saw that the tree was good (suitable, pleasant) for food and that it was delightful to look at, and a tree to be desired in order to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she gave some also to her husband, and he ate.

When the Holy Spirit promised by God through Prophet Joel in Joel 2:28-31, Acts1:8 and Fulfilled in Acts 2:14-22, the Spirit took center stage in born again believers who are baptized in the Holy Spirit.

So, why is it that born-again believers are unable to engage the Holy Spirit? It could be because of wrong teaching or no teaching at all or our desire to still rule our lives. Just like everything else in life, including spiritual things, we have to be open to learn, keep learning and apply. We teach everything else but not the working and ways of the Holy Spirit and that is a grand plan of the evil which we must annul both in prayer and in action. 

We need to be able to communicate with the Holy Spirit for our personal meditation and to serve others.

There are so many examples of people in the bible – Both old and new that had dialogue with God. Ordinary people. From Noah, to Abraham, to Hagar the Egyptian slave-girl, David, Moses, Gideon and others.  A very good example for us today is Brother Ananias in Acts 9:10-18. He was an ordinary disciple. He had a one on one dialogue with Jesus concerning Paul. God used him to minister healing and baptism in the Spirit to Paul

He operated in several gifts by the help of the Holy Spirit:

	Word of knowledge 

	Discerning of spirit

	Word of wisdom

	Prophetic utterance

	Faith

	Healing


Notice how the miracle happened: Revelation from God on what to do + Word spoken based on what he heard + active faith which resulted in manifestation of the Holy Spirit.

So, let’s look at the senses and how information flows Plus activation of the gifts of the Spirit: 

Identifying the Physical and Spiritual Senses and Common Ways We Can Engage with the Holy Spirit + Activating the Gift of the Holy Spirit and Spiritual Sensitivity During Personal Prayer

––––––––
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The gift of discerning of spirits is one of the more perplexing spiritual gifts, so let’s clarify some language about seeing in the spirit.

Discerning of spirits is a gift of the Holy Spirit found in 1 Corinthians 12. Seeing in the spirit is just one way that discerning of spirits functions. Seers are those that typically function in a high level of discerning of spirits, usually through spiritual sight.
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Discerning of Spirits
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The gift of discerning of spirits is a communication gift through which the Holy Spirit makes us aware of our spiritual atmosphere and environment around us. The main way that this function is through our five spiritual senses that God placed within each of us. To understand how we function in discerning of spirits, we must understand our spiritual senses. Most people only realize that they have five physical senses. The truth is that we have three sets of five senses.

Science has demonstrated that the physical body has five senses that enable us to interact with the environment: taste, touch, smell, sight, and sound. In addition to your five physical senses, every person has five senses in their soul and five senses in their spirit.

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. –  1 Thessalonians 5:23

Hebrews 4:12 New International Version (NIV)

12For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Matthew 22:37-40 New King James Version (NKJV)

37Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

Scripture has many verses that show that we are a three-part being consisting of a spirit, soul, and body.
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Soul Senses
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Experience and culture dictate our own individual reactions to taste, touch, smell, sound, and sight through our soul. For example, smell brings back memories. If I were to give flowers to one individual, it may bring back good memories like flowers from a wedding, but if I gave the same flowers to another person, it may bring back bad memories from a funeral. This is not a physical reaction to the flowers or their smell; it is a reaction from the individual soul.

If two people are walking together and they cross the path of a dog, one individual may like dogs and begin to pet the dog; however, the second person may be afraid and begin to feel uncomfortable. This is also a response from the individual soul senses. The way we see the world, and the way we hear others, is affected by the condition of our soul. Also, the willingness to touch certain things like a snake may be easy for some or terrifying for others, depending on the condition of the soul. Even the taste of some foods will bring varied responses from different people.

The human soul has senses just like the physical body. Each category of senses has a realm that it interacts with. The physical senses interact with the physical realm, the soul senses interact with the interpersonal realm. And the spirit has senses that interact with the spiritual realm.
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Spirit Senses
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The author, Dr. Harold Eberle, offers great insight regarding our spiritual senses:

“Just as we have five senses that provide us with information about the physical world, we also have senses in touch with the spiritual world. The spiritual senses are just as important as the physical senses. Unfortunately, most of us have not developed our spiritual senses.

Many Christians do not even believe they have any spiritual senses. I like to ask them, “Has the devil ever tempted you?” Of course, they answer yes. Then I like to say, “Well, how did you hear the devil? You could not hear him if you did not have spiritual ears.” It is sad, but many people have more faith that the devil talks to us than that God talks to us. In reality, the Bible makes it clear that we all have spiritual eyes and ears.

When Elisha prayed for his servant, he did not pray for God to give him eyes, but he prayed that God would open up his eyes (see 2 Kings 6:17). In Ephesians 1:18, Paul did not pray for the saints to receive eyes, but for God to open the eyes of their hearts. 

We already have spiritual eyes and ears. What we need is to have them opened. We need to become sensitive.”

It is a fact that we have senses in our spirit through which we interact with the spirit realm. When the gift of discerning of spirits is functioning, it is through these spiritual senses that we receive communication.

In human communication, the two main senses we use most often for relating information are sound and sight. Communication in the natural is received through listening, as well as through body language and facial expressions. God also communicates through the other three senses (taste, touch, and smell), but most of the time He will speak through seeing and hearing. Because the spiritual senses of taste, smell, and touch are the least understood, the following examples show how, on occasion, God may speak to us through these senses.
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Taste

[image: image]


And He said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and He gave me the scroll to eat. Then He said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it.” So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth.” – Ezekiel 3:1-3

If we suddenly taste something sweet, sour, or salty, but the taste is not a result of anything we have physically had to eat or drink, we should ask the Lord if He is trying to speak to us. On occasion, in the Old Testament, God spoke to His prophets through experiences with spiritual taste.
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Touch
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As Jesus was on His way, the crowds almost crushed Him. And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for 12 years, but no one could heal her. She came up behind Him and touched the edge of His cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. “Who touched Me?” Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against You.” But Jesus said, “Someone touched Me; I know that power has gone out from Me.” – Luke 8:43-46

This is a great example of the difference between physical touch and spiritual touch. According to this story, Jesus was almost physically crushed, but when someone reached out and drew healing power out from His spirit, He declared that someone had touched Him, speaking spiritually, of course.

Bible Examples of Direct Spirit to Spirit Communication in the bible 

a) Habakkuk 2: 1 “I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, And watch to see what He will say to me, and what I will answer when I am corrected.” 

– He positioned himself to be still and quiet 

– He took time to wait for God to speak 

– He was able to discern the Voice of the Lord Speaking 

– God spoke to him by way of a vision, an inner picture

b) 1 Sam. 3: 10 “The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” (NIV)

-He positioned himself to be still and quiet. 

-He took time to wait for God to Speak

-He needed instruction on how to recognize the Voice of the Lord 

c) Mark 2: 8 “But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in your hearts?” 

– Jesus continually listened to the voice of the Holy Spirit 

– He perceived in His spirit what the Pharisees were thinking 

– The Holy Spirit communicated with Him spirit to spirit 

d) Acts 14: 9 “This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked” 

	As Paul fixed his attention on the man the Holy Spirit spoke into his spirit 

	He realized the man had faith for a miracle, and acted to bring it about


	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Common Ways the Holy Spirit Communicates Directly with us

1.Seeing 

2.A spontaneous mental picture or image prompted by the Holy Spirit 

3.It may come as a still or moving picture displayed within the mind
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4.It may come as a written word or group of words displayed within the mind 


	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

5.It may be instantaneous, or it may develop slowly, like a Polaroid photo 

6.It may take practice with a brief period of trial and error learning to determine which images are from the Holy Spirit

7.Hearing 

8.God may speak with an outer audible voice heard physically by your ears (1 Sam 3: 4-10)

9.God may speak through an inner audible voice that seems very clear and seems to come from within you 
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10.God will most often speak with a still small voice in our thoughts (1Kings 19: 11-1) 
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11.His voice comes from within as a spontaneous thought that interrupts our thoughts 
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12.It may be just a single word indicating some need 
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13.Many people struggle with this ie “was that my thought or was that from the Lord?”

14. Feeling 
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15.God may speak to you through inner impressions 
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16.The impression may come as an inner ‘knowing’ 

17.The impression may come as an inner peace or as an agitation 
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Colossians 3: 15 –“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.”

‘Rule’  -to be an umpire in a game and blow the whistle; to decide, determine what should happen; to direct, control, rule The impression or feeling may be ‘release’ or ‘restraint’ 
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18.Inspired Writing 

[image: image]


1 Chr 28: 19 “All this,” said David, “the LORD made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans.” 

– The Spirit of God gave revelation to David concerning the Temple design 

– God did it by guiding his hand as he wrote ie inspired writing

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Other Ways Revelation is Received 

1.Visions 
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Acts 16: 9-10 “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us” 



2.Open Vision -like watching a scene open up before your eyes. Your eyes are open and you can still see the natural surroundings, but a spiritual vision is superimposed upon it. It may be still or moving

3. Closed Vision – your eyes are closed, and you receive a mental picture on the screen of your imagination
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4.Trances
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Acts 10: 9-13 “Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 13 And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat”  See also: Acts 22: 17 Paul 
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5.Dreams 
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Matt 2: 13 “Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” 

See also: Gen 37: 5 -Joseph; Matt 27: 19 -Pilate’s wife 
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6.Angelic Visitations
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Acts 8: 26-27 “Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 27 So he arose and went.” 

See also: Luke 1: 28 -Mary; Acts 5: 19 -Peter 
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7. Visitations
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Rev 1: 12-15 “Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters” 

See also: Gen 18: 1 –Abraham; Josh 5: 13-15 -Joshua 
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8.Translated in the Spirit 
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2 Cor 12: 1-4 “It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord: 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago —whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows —such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know such a man —whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows —4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.”

See also: 2 Kings 5: 26 -Elijah 
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9.Transported in the Spirit 
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Ezek 8: 2-4 “Then I looked, and there was a likeness, like the appearance of fire —from the appearance of His waist and downward, fire; and from His waist and upward, like the appearance of brightness, like the color of amber. 3 He stretched out the form of a hand, and took me by a lock of my hair; and the Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven, and brought me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the north gate of the inner court, where the seat of the image of jealousy was, which provokes to jealousy. 4 And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, like the vision that I saw in the plain.” – 

See also: 1 Kings 18: 11-12 -Elijah; Acts 8: 39 -Philip
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Why Some People Struggle to Receive 

Spiritual Sensitivity can be Developed 
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Key Verse: Heb 5: 14 “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

Insights: 

– ‘Use’ a habit, something practiced constantly 

– ‘Exercised’ to train or practice for an Olympic competition 

– This requires that people remove anything that would hinder them performing their best
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Natural Senses 
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Every person has five natural senses -sight, hearing, taste, touch, and smell 

With our five senses we connect with the natural world

Information from our five senses is communicated into our brain where the information is stored in the memory bank of experiences we recall 

As we build up a range of experiences we can quickly identify what our five senses are picking up Eg a mother easily recognizes the voice of her child crying in a room full of crying children
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Spirit Sensations
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Human beings are spirit beings living in a body ? Every person has spiritual senses which enable us to be aware of the spirit world around us 



Our spiritual senses can extend beyond the body and can become aware of spiritual atmospheres created by people by demons or by the Spirit of God 



Unsaved people call this the ‘sixth sense’ –It is really your spirit man
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How You Process Sensations 
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Information from your natural senses enters your soul and is processed by your mind through comparing with previous experiences, and by reasoning 



Information from your spiritual senses enters your soul as a spontaneous picture, thought, or impression, and is processed by your mind 



Until the mind has been trained to recognize and yield to spiritual impressions from the Holy Spirit, it tends to reason them away and/ or ignore them 



As the mind is renewed by the Word of God it can be trained to be sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit and obey His voice in simple faith 
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We need to learn 
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i) to receive impressions 

ii) to identify and evaluate them

iii) to enquire of the Holy Spirit for more detail 

iv) to take a risk, and speak or act on the impression
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Extreme Responses 
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– Extreme # 1: Highly logical people may reason away all spiritual impressions 

– The left side of the brain dominates their mind, and reject all intuitive thoughts 

– They may be in bondage to spirits of unbelief, control, and fear 

– Extreme # 2: Intuitive people may respond to every impression without discerning what is God and what is not 

– People who have experienced rejection, abuse, or have been involved in occult practices are often deeply sensitive to impressions 

– They may lack discipline in evaluating their thinking processes 

– They may hide behind a false spirituality, constantly declaring that “God told me” 

– They may be resistant to feedback, and view it as a further rejection
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How to Activate the Gifts of the Spirit 

Gifts of the Spirit Can Be Activated 
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Key Verse: 2 Tim 1: 6-7 “Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of asound mind.” 

Insights: 

	‘Stir Up’  -to rekindle a fire that was once burning brightly 

	‘To activate’ means to take practical steps that stir your faith and energize your spirit to be responsive to the Holy Spirit


Bible Examples of Activation of the Gifts 

	2 Kings 3: 15 Elisha stirred his gift with the help of a musician 

	Judges 16: 20 Samson stirred his gift by shaking himself
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Gifts of the Spirit Can Become Dormant for Five Reasons 
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	Fear / Intimidation (2Tim 1: 6) 

	Unbelief (Matt 17: 19-20) 

	Controlling spirits (Acts 4: 15-18) 

	Passivity (Matt 11: 12) 

	Neglect (1Tim 4: 14)
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Feed Your Spirit Man 
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Key Verse: 1 Tim 4: 14-15 “Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.” 
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Insights: 
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	An important foundation for operating in the Gifts of the Spirit is to cultivate a strong spirit life through 

	worship

	waiting on God 

	meditation 

	reading the Word of God

	pursuing intimacy with God 

	obedience to the promptings of the Holy Spirit
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Practical Keys to Activating your Spirit 
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	Pray strongly in tongues to energize your Spirit 

	Pray strongly and fluently until you feel your spirit stirred 

	As you pray in tongues you are praying with your Spirit (1Cor 14: 14) 

	As you pray in tongues the Spirit of God is moving through you (Acts 2: 4) 

	Faith Expectation 

	Expect the Spirit of God to speak to you 

	John 10: 27 –“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”

	Expectation draws the presence of the Holy Spirit 

	Focus 

	Focus your attention on listening for the voice of God 

	See Him speaking to you, working through you 

	Don’t let your mind be distracted or wander 

	Feel 

	Identify the impressions that the Holy Spirit gives to you 

	Was it a word, a picture, or an impression within? 

	Focus your attention on it 

	Look at it; ask the Holy Spirit for more detail 

	Faith Action 

	Speak out what it is that God has been revealing to you 

	Step out and act on what God has been showing you 

	The miracle does not take place until you put yourself in the place of risk 

	As you speak and act on what you have received, the Holy Spirit will give you more, or will act in a supernatural way 

	v) At some point you have to take the risk and act upon what you feel the Holy Spirit is showing you 
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Examples: 
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	Matt 14: 29 – Peter stepped out of the boat and he walked on water 

	Luke 17: 14 -As the lepers went they were cleansed 

	Mark 6: 42 As they distributed the food it multiplied

	John 2: 7 Once the water-pots were filled the water changed into wine
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Activation Exercise – Spiritual Sensitivity During Personal Prayer 

Focus on the Lord
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“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8).

How pure does a person have to be to see God? I believe that the answer is in asking the right question, “What is meant by purity?” The vast majority of believers hold the word pure as a moral standard that is unattainable. Jesus was speaking of purity as a key to seeing God and I believe He told us this because it is attainable.

To illustrate the meaning of pure, take gold as an example. When gold has been truly purified, it has had all the other elements removed from it. This process causes all the dross and impurities to come to the surface so it can be skimmed away. In the end, it produces gold that is one single element. Our hearts are sometimes cluttered with the dross of life, and we must remove all the distractions so we can focus our whole heart on God.

For us to have a “pure” heart, our heart must be focused. If we are to “see God,” then the one element our heart contains must be a focus on the Lord.

When we focus our hearts on the Lord, we are aimed to come into the experience of seeing God. The verse is clearer if we read it this way, “Happy are those who focus their heart on God, for they will actually see God.”
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Faith and the Empty Chair – True Story
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It is a great illustration of what it means to focus your heart on Jesus using the eyes of your imagination.

A man’s daughter had asked the local minister to come and pray with her father. When the minister arrived, he found the man lying in bed with his head propped up on two pillows. An empty chair sat beside his bed. The minister assumed that the old man had been informed of his impending visit. “I guess you were expecting me,” he said. “No, who are you?” said the father. “I’m the new minister at your church,” he replied. “When I saw the empty chair, I figured you knew I was going to show up.”

“Oh yeah, the chair,” said the bedridden man. “Would you mind closing the door?” Puzzled, the minister shut the door. “I have never told anyone this, not even my daughter,” said the man. “But all of my life I have never known how to pray. At church, I used to hear the preacher talk about prayer, but it went right over my head.”

It’s not spooky because He promised, “I’ll be with you always.”

“I abandoned any attempt at prayer,” the old man continued, “until one day about four years ago my best friend said to me, ‘Joe, prayer is just a simple matter of having a conversation with Jesus. Here is what I suggest. Sit down in a chair; place an empty chair in front of you, and, in faith, see Jesus in the chair. It’s not spooky because He promised, “I’ll be with you always.” Then just speak to Him and listen in the same way you’re doing with me right now.’”

“So, I tried it and I’ve liked it so much that I do it a couple of hours every day. I’m careful though. If my daughter saw me talking to an empty chair, she’d either have a nervous breakdown or send me off to the funny farm.”

The minister was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the old man to continue on the journey. Then he prayed with him and returned to the church building. Two nights later the daughter called to tell the minister that her daddy had died that afternoon. “Did he die in peace?” he asked.

“Yes, when I left the house about two o’clock, he called me over to his bedside, told me he loved me, and kissed me on the cheek. When I got back from the store an hour later, I found him dead. But there was something strange about his death. Apparently, just before Daddy died, he leaned over and rested his head on the chair beside the bed. What do you make of that?” The minister wiped a tear from his eye and said, “I wish we all could go that way.”

For the exercise, we are going to talk to Jesus like the old man in the story did. Take a moment to stop and close your eyes, then with your imagination, picture Jesus. 

Use Revelation 1:18 New King James Version (NKJV)

18I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of [a]Hades and of Death.  

Or

Acts 7:55 The Passion Translation (TPT)

55But Stephen, overtaken with great faith, was full of the Holy Spirit. He fixed his gaze into the heavenly realm and saw the glory and splendor of God—and Jesus, who stood up at the right hand of God. Or any other scripture that can help you focus.

Now engage in a conversation with Him. If you cannot think of anything to say, you can always start by thanking Him for the things He has done in your life. For example, salvation, physical healing, emotional freedom, baptism in the Holy Spirit, financial blessing, reconciliation with others, divine favor, deliverance, and the fruit and gifts of the Spirit. Do not forget to listen to the Lord speaking back to you.
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Chapter 5 - The Practical School of the Holy Spirit Part 1 of 8 – The anatomy and Secrets of the Secret Place with God + Activation of the Secret Place Anointing – Call 9-1-1 and keep it steady! 
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The anatomy and Secrets of the Secret Place with God + Activation of the Secret Place Anointing – Call 9-1-1 and keep it steady!

––––––––
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Blog Link – https://www.otakada.org/school-of-the-holy-spirit-secret-of-the-secret-place

Listen via our Podcast Channel : https://anchor.fm/otakada.org/episodes/The-School-of-the-Holy-Spirit-16-of-52-Part-5-ecmb10 
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Quotes on the secret place and prayer:
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“There is no power like that of prevailing prayer, of Abraham pleading for Sodom, Jacob wrestling in the stillness of the night, Moses standing in the breach, Hannah intoxicated with sorrow, David heartbroken with remorse and grief, Jesus in sweat of blood. Add to this list from the records of the church your personal observation and experience, and always there is the cost of passion unto blood. Such prayer prevails. It turns ordinary mortals into men of power. It brings power. It brings fire. It brings rain. It brings life. It brings God.” – Samuel Chadwick

“In an effort to get the work of the Lord done we often lose contact with the Lord of the work and quite literally wear our people out as well.” – A.W Tozer, That Incredible Christian

“Of all things, guard against neglecting God in the secret place of prayer.” – William Wilberforce

“Closet communion needs time for the revelation of God’s presence. It is vain to say, ‘I have too much work to do to find time.’ You must find time or forfeit blessing. God knows how to save for you the time you sacredly keep for communion with Him.” – A. T. Pierson

“Start with God – the first step in learning is bowing down to God; only fools thumb their noses at such wisdom and learning. ”- King Solomon

“The sovereign God wants to be loved for Himself and honored for Himself, but that is only part of what He wants. The other part is that He wants us to know that when we have Him we have everything – we have all the rest.” – A.W Tozer

“God wants worshipers before workers; indeed, the only acceptable workers are those who have learned the lost art of worship” – A.W Tozer, That Incredible Christian

“The secret of praying is praying in secret.” – Leonard Ravenhill

Our ordinary views of prayer are not found in the New Testament. We look upon prayer as a means for getting something for ourselves; the Bible idea of prayer is that we may get to know God Himself. – Oswald Chambers

“Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment with the Lord and keep it. A man is powerful on his knees.” – Corrie ten Boom

“Prayer is the acid test of devotion.” – Samuel Chadwick 

“What the church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use— men of prayer, men mighty in prayer” – E.M. Bounds

“Time spent in prayer will yield more than that given to work. Prayer alone gives work its worth and its success. Prayer opens the way for God Himself to do His work in us and through us. Let our chief work as God’s messengers be intercession; in it we secure the presence and power of God to go with us.”– Andrew Murray

“Prayer is not learned in a classroom but in the closet.” – E. M. Bounds

“Prayer is weakness leaning on omnipotence.” – W. S. Bowd

“Each time, before you intercede, be quiet first, and worship God in His glory. Think of what He can do, and how He delights to hear the prayers of His redeemed people. Think of your place and privilege in Christ, and expect great things!” – Andrew Murray

“As we race towards the end, we are going to experience more disruptions to getting together in fellowship.  Persecution of TRUE Christians will be intensified like never before – This is a guarantee and we can take this word to the bank. We must be ready! Readiness starts and ends with cultivating and sustaining our one – on – one, intimate relationship with Him in the secret place.”-  Monday Ogwuojo Ogbe – Otakada.org
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Key Verses:
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Mark 1:35 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)

35And in the morning, long before daylight, He got up and went out to a [a]deserted place, and there He prayed.

Matthew 6:6 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)

6But when you pray, go into your [most] private room, and, closing the door, pray to your Father, Who is in secret; and your Father, Who sees in secret, will reward you in the open.

Psalm 91:1-11 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)

1He who [a]dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall remain stable and fixed under the shadow of the Almighty [Whose power no foe can withstand].

2I will say of the Lord, He is my Refuge and my Fortress, my God; on Him I lean and rely, and in Him I [confidently] trust! 

3For [then] He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence.

4[Then] He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings shall you trust and find refuge; His truth and His faithfulness are a shield and a buckler.

5You shall not be afraid of the terror of the night, nor of the arrow (the evil plots and slanders of the wicked) that flies by day,

6Nor of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor of the destruction and sudden death that surprise and lay waste at noonday.

7A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand, but it shall not come near you.

8Only a spectator shall you be [yourself inaccessible in the secret place of the Most High] as you witness the reward of the wicked.

9Because you have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your dwelling place,

10There shall no evil befall you, nor any plague or calamity come near your tent.

11For He will give His angels [especial] charge over you to accompany and defend and preserve you in all your ways [of obedience and service].

Luke 10:38-42 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)

38Now while they were on their way, it occurred that Jesus entered a certain village, and a woman named Martha received and welcomed Him into her house.

39And she had a sister named Mary, who seated herself at the Lord’s feet and was listening to His teaching.

40But Martha [overly occupied and too busy] was distracted with much serving; and she came up to Him and said, Lord, is it nothing to You that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me [to lend a hand and do her part along with me]!

41But the Lord replied to her by saying, Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things;

42There is need of only one or but [a]a few things. Mary has chosen the good portion [[b]that which is to her advantage], which shall not be taken away from her.

Mark 13:32-37 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)

32But of that day or that hour not a [single] person knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

33Be on your guard [constantly alert], and watch [a]and pray; for you do not know when the time will come.

34It is like a man [[b]already] going on a journey; when he leaves home, he puts his servants in charge, each with his particular task, and he gives orders to the doorkeeper to be constantly alert and on the watch.

35Therefore watch (give strict attention, be cautious and alert), for you do not know when the Master of the house is coming—in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrowing, or in the morning—

36[Watch, I say] lest He come suddenly and unexpectedly and find you asleep.

37And what I say to you I say to everybody: Watch (give strict attention, be cautious, active, and alert)!

Matthew 7:13-14 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)

13Enter through the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and spacious and broad is the way that leads away to destruction, and many are those who are entering through it.

14But the gate is narrow (contracted [a]by pressure) and the way is straitened and compressed that leads away to life, and few are those who find it.
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Introduction
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Dear brothers and sisters, this is a continuation of our series on the school of the Holy Spirit. Today, we bring you The Anatomy and Secrets of the Secret place with God + Activation of Secret place anointing with a first subseries – call 911 and keep it steady!

The Anatomy and Secrets of the secret place with God will run through several sub-series in the school of the Holy Spirit. This is the engine run that drives our Christian life. It comes before our fellowship with others. If we do not develop the habit of secret place relationship with our heavenly Father, we are giving to much away. 

One of the best-kept secrets of our faith is the blessedness and joy of cultivating a secret life with God.  In the secret place, the living word of God is laid open before you; Jesus Himself stands at your side; the Holy Spirit is gently washing your heart; your love is awakened as you meditate upon the gracious words of His mouth; your spirit is ignited and your mind is renewed; you talk to Him, and He talks to you in the language of intimate friendship. 

As I read through church history up until early 1908, over 30 million Christians were martyred on record for their faith. These martyrs were able to face death without fear because they had an intimate relationship, powered by the living, breathing Holy Spirit in them – Acts 7:55

As we race towards the end, we are going to experience more disruptions to getting together in fellowship.  Persecution of TRUE Christians will be intensified like never before – This is a guarantee and we can take this word to the bank. We must be ready! Readiness starts and ends with cultivating and sustaining our one – on – one, intimate relationship with Him in the secret place.

If I have any litmus test for any Christian at all, it is to ask them if they have a vibrant, secret place intimate relationship with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit (John 14:23). In fact, for a vibrant and successful fellowship with other believers to be attained and retained, individual members secret place relationship is a key to attaining that success – Take it or leave it.

Our local fellowship with our spouses, friends, family members, small groups, local assembles and larger assembles of believers should be a place where we empty-in what God is saying to us individually and collectively in the secret place to equip and edify the larger church of Jesus Christ to run the Christian race successfully with little or no casualties.

My security, your security and our security can be attained by calling 911 – Psalm 91 Verse 1 – He that dwells in the secret place of the must high and keeping it steady has all the attaining benefit outlined in verses 2 to the end of Psalm 91 – There are no shortcuts – It is a narrow path of consecration.  No secret place, no sustained benefit of verses 2 to end.  Jesus showed us this example in Mark 1:35 by ensuring He goes out alone, first thing in the morning, dialoguing with God the Father. Jesus told Martha that only one thing is needed – Learning and engaging the master at His fit in Luke 10:38-42.

The best place to watch and pray and get a beds eye view of trends, events and our own personal work and walk with Him is in the secret place – Not in the crowd. Too much noise in the crowed. – Mark 13:32-37.

I am absolutely convinced the power of heaven is unlocked on earth when we devote ourselves to the secret place of the Most-High.

Hell will do everything in its power to misrepresent and distort the exuberant delight of this dynamic reality; this present world system is strategically designed to squeeze out your time and energy for the secret place; the church usually focuses its best energies on getting saints busy; and there seem to be relatively few believers whose secret life with God is so vibrantly life-giving that it kindles a contagious desire in others to follow their example. 

When we learn to dwell in the secret place of the Most-High, we are positioning ourselves to discover the key to true kingdom fruitfulness. Reproductive power is unlocked in the shadow of the Almighty! 

Narrow is the gate that leads to life and only a few find it. On the narrow gate, you enter alone! – Not with the crowed – Matthew 7:13-14
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Activation of the Secret Place Anointing – Call 9-1-1 and keep it steady! Entering the secret place – 8 Step Process for Biblical Meditation
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	Thanksgiving, Praise and Worship – Examples here 


Begin to give Him Thanks, Praise Him, Worship – Use Recorded Praise and Worship Songs to get into His presence 

Revelation 4:10-11 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)

10The twenty-four elders ([a]the members of the heavenly Sanhedrin) fall prostrate before Him Who is sitting on the throne, and they worship Him Who lives forever and ever; and they throw down their crowns before the throne, crying out,

11Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and dominion, for You created all things; by Your will they were [brought into being] and were created.

This is vitally important – You were created for worship. 

2)  Pray, Lord, cleanse me by Your blood: – 

Keep instrumental worship music playing in the background, keep external noise out or ensure silence. Example here

Since receiving divine revelation is at the heart of biblical meditation, you must prepare yourself to receive from the Holy Spirit by repenting and being cleansed by the Blood of the lamb. You must be obedient to previous revelations from God (Matt. 7:6) and confess any sin in your life, so you are not cut off from ongoing revelation ( Isa. 59:1-2; 1 John 1:9).

3) Lord, grant me teachable attitude: Instrumental Still on.

Revelation is given to those who maintain an attitude of humility, and it is withheld from the proud and the arrogant. So, keep an open humble attitude before God, allowing Him the freedom to shed greater light on any ideas you currently hold and alter them as He sees fit (James 4:6; 2 Pet. 1:19)

4) Lord, I will not use my faculties myself: 

You can do nothing of your own initiative but only what you hear and see by the Spirit (John 5:19-20,30). You do not have a mind to use, but a mind to present to God so He can use it and fill it with anointed reason and divine vision (Prov. 3:5-7; Romans. 12:1-2). If you use your mind yourself, it is a dead work (Heb. 6:1-2)

5) Lord, I pray that the eyes of my heart might be enlightened – Hear logos and Rhema:  Keep instrumental worship playing. Slow down as you read, mulling the text over and over in your heart and mind, praying constantly for God to give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him based on scripture He has highlighted for you for that moment., sense Rhema from the logos ( Eph. 1:17-18; Psalm 119:18) Rhema is the specific word, for a specific person ( You or others) or persons and for a specific purpose 

6) Lord, I present the abilities to reason and to imagine to you to fill and flow through Your Spirit: Keep instrumental worship playing or be still or use anything that works for us without distraction

Meditation involves presenting your faculties to God for Him to fill and use. These include your left-brain reasoning capacities as well as your right-brain visual capacities. 

Look for the river of God (i.e., “Spirit flow”) to guide and fill both hemispheres, granting you anointed reasoning and dreams and vision) John 7:37-39). Music can assist you, as can muttering, speaking in inspired tongues, and writing as you go through the discovery process ( 2 Kings 3:15)

7) Lord, show me the solution to the problem I am facing: Keep status quo

Focused attention brings additional energies of concentration of heart and mind, which help release revelation. For example, think about the difference between a ray of sunlight hitting a piece of paper. The focused energy creates ray so concentrated that the paper burst into flames. When you have a hunger to master a new understanding and discipline, that hungry and searching heart will cause you to see things you would not normally see (Matthew 5:6)

8) Accept the word or instruction or insight, Obey and Say Thank you, Lord, for what You have shown me, make a commitment to obey: Retain status quo

Realizing that the revelation came from indwelling Holy Spirit, give all the glory to God for what has been revealed ( Eph 3:21). Blessed are those hear the word and observe to do it Luke 11:28.  Accept the revelation God is speaking to you and repent of any sin that is opposite of it. 

Repentance is two-fold. While it involves experiencing godly sorrow over our sin, it also transforms the way we think the Holy Spirit is inviting us to adjust the way we think and ultimately the way we live- To come into alignment with His revelation. Speak it forth and then act on it!

Meditation in its all about producing a lifestyle where we start living out the word of God.

In conclusion, God commands us to reason together with Him (Isaiah 1:18). This involves the flow of His Spirit within us, guiding our thoughts. Vision is a key element in this process, as seen in Isaiah 1:18. God goes straight to pictures after He says, “ Let us reason.” He continues, “Though your sins be as scarlet, I will make them white as snow.” That is a reasoning with pictures. That is biblical reasoning with pictures. Verses become Rhema as a result of biblical meditation. 

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Pray
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Pray, “I choose biblical meditation over western study from this point on in my life. Father, by Your grace I will use biblical meditation when I come to the bible and to every other book or area I explore, because I want divine revelation, not man’s reasoning. Holy Spirit, please remind me whenever I slip back into mere study. Thank You.”

You have now activated the secret place anointing (Holy Spirit) in your life to persevere and persist in the secret place. As you call into the secret place (Psalm 91:1), follow these processes or other processes that the Holy Spirit instructs you to follow as long as you engage in the Holy of Holies.  Don’t follow rigid rules, God can burst your well thought out program. Allow Him as we move from logic, structure and processes to spontaneity in Jesus name. Jesus broke all the order, processes and protocols as he always followed the leading of the Holy Spirit so must we!

Experience all round-success this week and beyond as You are led by your closest friend – The Holy Spirit!
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Conclusion 
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We will not end this book without providing an outlet for those seeking a relationship with the Lord to do so.
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GREAT OPPORTUNITY
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We will not end this title on Borderless until we present opportunity to those who have not encountered Jesus to make their peace today
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Prayer of Salvation
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Prayer of Salvation - Our First Real Conversation with God
The "prayer of salvation" is the most important prayer we'll ever pray. When we're ready to become a Christian, we're ready to have our first real conversation with God, and these are its components:
	We acknowledge that Jesus Christ is God; that He came to earth as a man in order to live the sinless life that we cannot live; that He died in our place, so that we would not have to pay the penalty we deserve.

	We confess our past life of sin—living for ourselves and not obeying God.

	We admit we are ready to trust Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord.

	We ask Jesus to come into our heart, take up residence there, and begin living through us.


Prayer of Salvation - It Begins with Faith in God
When we pray the prayer of salvation, we're letting God know we believe His Word is true. By the faith He has given us, we choose to believe in Him. The Bible tells us that "without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6). 
So, when we pray, asking God for the gift of salvation, we're exercising our free will to acknowledge that we believe in Him. That demonstration of faith pleases God, because we have freely chosen to know Him.

Prayer of Salvation - Confessing Our Sin
When we pray the prayer of salvation, we're admitting that we've sinned. As the Bible says of everyone, save Christ alone: "For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 
To sin is simply to fall short of the mark, as an arrow that does not quite hit the bull's-eye. The glory of God that we fall short of is found only in Jesus Christ: "For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:6). 
The prayer of salvation, then, recognizes that Jesus Christ is the only human who ever lived without sin. "For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Prayer of Salvation - Professing Faith in Christ as Savior and Lord
With Christ as our standard of perfection, we're now acknowledging faith in Him as God, agreeing with the Apostle John that: "In the beginning was the Word (Christ), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made" (John 1:1-3). 
Because God could only accept a perfect, sinless sacrifice, and because He knew that we could not possibly accomplish that, He sent His Son to die for us and pay the eternal price. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16).
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Prayer of Salvation - Say It & Mean It Now!

[image: image]


Do you agree with everything you have read so far? If you do, don't wait a moment longer to start your new life in Jesus Christ. Remember, this prayer is not a magical formula. You are simply expressing your heart to God. Pray this with us:
"Father, I know that I have broken your laws and my sins have separated me from you. I am truly sorry, and now I want to turn away from my past sinful life toward you. Please forgive me, and help me avoid sinning again. I believe that your son, Jesus Christ died for my sins, was resurrected from the dead, is alive, and hears my prayer. I invite Jesus to become the Lord of my life, to rule and reign in my heart from this day forward. Please send your Holy Spirit to help me obey You, and to do Your will for the rest of my life. In Jesus' name I pray, Amen."

Prayer of Salvation - I've Prayed It; Now What?
If you've prayed this prayer of salvation with true conviction and heart, you are now a follower of Jesus. This is a fact, whether or not you feel any different. Religious systems may have led you to believe that you should feel something - a warm glow, a tingle, or some other mystical experience. The fact is, you may, or you may not. If you have prayed the prayer of salvation and meant it, you are now a follower of Jesus. The Bible tells us that your eternal salvation is secure! "that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved" (Romans 10:9). 
Welcome to the family of God! We encourage you now to find a local church where you can be baptized and grow in the knowledge of God through His Word, the Bible.
You can also visit our site at www.otakada.org that will help you develop and grow in Christ Using this link in the discovery bible study to discover Jesus for yourself 

https://www.otakada.org/dbs-dmm/

40 day Discipleship journey

Or you can begin a 40-day journey at your pace online via this link https://www.otakada.org/get-free-40-days-online-discipleship-course-in-a-journey-with-jesus/

If you need guidance, send an email to info@otakada.org

May the Lord expand your life and fill you with joy, peace, love and harmony which only Him can give, amen

Shalom!

Otakada.org Team
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